Detection of potato spindle tuber viroid (PSTV) in dormant potato tubers by concatameric cDNA probe.
The 32P-labelled concatameric insert cut out from a plasmid pSPAv6.2(+), containing 6.2 copies of a full-length PSTV, was used to detect PSTV in dormant potato tubers by dot-blot hybridisation assay. The concatameric insert probe was 4 times more sensitive than the monomeric one. This allowed the detection of 0.5 pg of viroid RNA. The sensitivity makes th eoligomeric cDNA probe a useful alternative to cDNA probes.